Art of War Quotes (— Sun Tzu)

A list of quotes by Chinese Philosopher Sun Tzu (#)F in Chinese) in his groundbreaking
work “The Art of War.”
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“Quickness is the essence of the war.” - Sun Tzu

“To know your Enemy, you must become your Enemy.” - Sun Tzu

. “If your enemy is secure at all points, be prepared for him. If he is in superior

strength, evade him. If your opponent is temperamental, seek to irritate him.
Pretend to be weak, that he may grow arrogant. If he is taking his ease, give him no
rest. If his forces are united, separate them. If sovereign and subject are in accord,
put division between them. Attack him where he is unprepared, appear where you
are not expected.” - Sun Tzu

“Strategy without tactics is the slowest route to victory. Tactics without strategy is
the noise before defeat.” - Sun Tzu

“There are not more than five musical notes, yet the combinations of these five give
rise to more melodies than can ever be heard. There are not more than five primary
colors, yet in combination they produce more hues than can ever been seen. There
are not more than five cardinal tastes, yet combinations of them yield more flavors
than can ever be tasted.” - Sun Tzu

“You have to believe in yourself.”/ — Sun Tzu

“Know yourself and you will win all battles.” - Sun Tzu

“There is no instance of a nation benefitting from prolonged warfare.”

“If the mind is willing, the flesh could go on and on without many things.” - Sun Tzu

“Know thy self, know thy enemy. A thousand battles, a thousand victories.” — Sun
Tzu

“Treat your men as you would your own beloved sons. And they will follow you into
the deepest valley.” — Sun Tzu

“Be extremely subtle, even to the point of formlessness. Be extremely mysterious,
even to the point of soundlessness. Thereby you can be the director of the
opponent’s fate.” - Sun Tzu

“If you wait by the river long enough, the bodies of your enemies will float by.”
- Sun Tzu

“Invincibility lies in the defence; the possibility of victory in the attack.” - Sun Tzu

“Engage people with what they expect; it is what they are able to discern and
confirms their projections. It settles them into predictable patterns of response,
occupying their minds while you wait for the extraordinary moment — that which
they cannot anticipate.” - Sun Tzu
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“If you are far from the enemy, make him believe you are near.” - Sun Tzu

“When strong, avoid them. If of high morale, depress them. Seem humble to fill
them with conceit. If at ease, exhaust them. If united, separate them. Attack their
weaknesses. Emerge to their surprise.” - Sun Tzu

“Move swift as the Wind and closely-formed as the Wood. Attack like the Fire and be
still as the Mountain.” - Sun Tzu

“Keep your friends close, and your enemies closer.” - Sun Tzu

“When the enemy is relaxed, make them toil. When full, starve them. When settled,
make them move.” - Sun Tzu

“Supreme excellence consists of breaking the enemy’s resistance without fighting.”
- Sun Tzu

“Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while defeated warriors go to war
first and then seek to win.” - Sun Tzu

“Victory usually goes to the army who has better trained officers and men.” - Sun
Tzu

“He who wishes to fight must first count the cost.” - Sun Tzu

“A kingdom that has once been destroyed can never come again into being; nor can
the dead ever be brought back to life.” - Sun Tzu

“The opportunity to secure ourselves against defeat lies in our own hands, but the
opportunity of defeating the enemy is provided by the enemy himself.” - Sun Tzu

“It is only the enlightened ruler and the wise general who will use the highest
intelligence of the army for the purposes of spying, and thereby they achieve great
results.” - Sun Tzu

“A leader leads by example, not by force.” - Sun Tzu

“The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.” - Sun Tzu
“The greatest victory is that which requires no battle.” - Sun Tzu

“Appear weak when you are strong, and strong when you are weak.” - Sun Tzu

“All warfare is based on deception. Hence, when able to attack, we must seem
unable; when using our forces, we must seem inactive; when we are near, we must
make the enemy believe we are far away; when far away, we must make him
believe we are near.” - Sun Tzu

“Let your plans be dark and impenetrable as night, and when you move, fall like a
thunderbolt.” - Sun Tzu

“So in war, the way is to avoid what is strong, and strike at what is weak.” — Sun
Tzu

“Even the finest sword plunged into salt water will eventually rust.” - Sun Tzu
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“If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a
hundred battles. If you know yourself but not the enemy, for every victory gained
you will also suffer a defeat. If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will
succumb in every battle.” - Sun Tzu

“Regard your soldiers as your children, and they will follow you into the deepest
valleys; look on them as your own beloved sons, and they will stand by you even
unto death.” - Sun Tzu

“Opportunities multiply as they are seized.” - Sun Tzu

“To fight and conquer in all our battles is not supreme excellence; supreme
excellence consists in breaking the enemy’s resistance without fighting.” - Sun Tzu

“The quality of decision is like the well-timed swoop of a falcon which enables it to
strike and destroy its victim.” — Sun Tzu

“Can you imagine what I would do if I could do all I can?” — Sun Tzu

“He will win who knows when to fight and when not to fight.” - Sun Tzu

6.4. Art of War Quotes (- Sun Tzu) with translation of Tigriyna

30 RACTICAL LIFE LESSONS FROM SUN TZU'S ART OF WAR
30 tehthd (hdd) M@ AHPL DO A7 & ACT\OAYT\ 7O G2 T1Cé (@<19h)
(Give your ideas more depth 741 {ittch 09°R+F G0 G0 ALA)

“Quickness is the essence of the war.” A3 PaMd. O PATEIST AL 4L 1TLT §& hF
@10/ 1Ce-. La rapidita e I'essenza della guerra.
“You have to believe in yourself.” ga00hn Aot A0 S7+h QdA..

. “To know your Enemy, you must become your Enemy.” a7t dAm\ AAAP A GFh R4k,

£o0NAhN b1 At TFh &AL

. Choose your battles ca\chse\arah k7 Sth Atda (0-994F) Scegli le tue battaglie "He

will win who knows when to fight and when not to fight." "ea77&\ eaoc\ &4+o av7 gehT
ai( FPUNA KD aP/( A TPIRTY

. Timing is essential at 1h A% 921125 (aPCh (ACAD)\ ovg+eh). "The quality of decision is

like the well-timed swoop of a falcon which enables it to strike and destroy its
victim." "aAd DAF §8 A @045 AL N9 Ak OFG G h& AA H LA AlL §& OF0 A0 A§l0 (4.L0)
hd ok Ahk® op AR (Paort)."

. know yourself, know the enemy dam QoaA., sam At a4k "It is said that if you know your

enemies and know yourself, you will not be imperiled (endangered) in a hundred
battles; "enva " A7t h FLAT AP9P GFR RANE AO<T FLAT AOAH, TNT ALTINCT PIPa A
L\ Téhte AN TLht OtF0 (0<994t); if you don't know your enemies and you know
yourself, you will win one and lose one; a7t 0'h ATLAT? §Th Akt A0-7 TO0H AT
A6AR TR TR\ FAOC\ Tt hE AT el (m&h) HhL; if you do not know your enemies
nor yourself, you will be imperiled in every single battle." A7t 0% ALTdATT Hh 24A,
02 QoA A, FINC AN &7\ Téhteh AN hAAD: 714 (025) ATFAL (@-9Th)."

. Have a unique plan aaae AL ner Ta7. "All warfare is based on deception.” "h-éA A

O9R\ PCe AL NCCE (OCLT) Abd At At @2 amd T (Acht)."


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvoKNutcYYuT9J5KArAT7tKTgCKCQjdBox__N7cQPtcyF9ZUOEAEg6_mUA2D1hb-BqASgAfDwlfoDyAEBqAMBqgTxAU_QTaKAXdBo-sYTGK8OE9n8_2AHj_-XUZ0Lw-sfn7LRnLtVwBzcgNnXVQcjVyAhsvcaMr_lj6yxpKari2GsU3cE3KPqA-A4SVmpxlj9hQoHdlTpqHeahk-UWIkvNsSr580IGvijlgVxEyVnZnEkMd4XPPqZ5vQawsscUid357hG9X93nY3VqQo9AsXVEMjVsQtdTxjgf09QXlMW_j_wX3FEQH5swAmUbwIx31_Z_6ASDqLRVqMAoRBrCcavvDWqbFgWlzt-VoZhIdMWAgvCiwdnYB52nYMn6D4RjUm8mNHSjLaYjeVEzAp6Uh5V_i4kaPzABOiVycnsA5AGAYAHk8OjbogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBggAEAIYGrEJ-glAq8lM87KACgGYCwHICwG4DAHYEw3QFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3Sx35AZ0GxcXLyyDVUO3wQZG6HBqwzxrWu4gWgjvYeCohXAv0GFt9K4y8BFb3hVGWjOY0FM8ZLGySRD_aP766ZTEHt64dKE52O8QfoTY9BScsz6Y9NNAGGGonjLQ2-aBIzbaTEhuhSCKMvrmlxvWQH74klhM&sig=AOD64_2dmo-2ReyTfwBTUwaToWL0K74lmg&client=ca-pub-8918970543424762&nb=0&adurl=https://www.shutterstock.com/pricing/video%3Fpl%3DFTGDNRTGROW-rtconv%26utm_source%3Dadwords%26utm_medium%3Dacq_display%26utm_campaign%3DFootage_Global_rtconv_smallsubs%26utm_content%3DOceanHunter_EN_Display-Image_footagehp%26c3api%3D9782,132224535272,582957721564%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAmeKQBhDvARIsAHJ7mF7HgVpaaeiywDGz6ZTbjsNAyGbHhLWIXiv4FPbWz-t-ccCuoqxuRkAaAh81EALw_wcB

8. Disguise your plans a%raa (eean) s+h a7 (Te9s9R). "When able to attack, we must
seem unable; when using our forces, we must seem inactive; "@van 1hG AS A0l P9
§e A0\ AFFhng La00AT aPAA O754T\ hIPTIFTF; aPhd IhS TAPPL GG hRAIT\ NCH0FT ThG
LoMNAG aPaA vhhet\ 24094\ 1r0t; when we are near, we must make the enemy
believe we are far away; avan ihG A5 I\ $20\ +L0F, LH0AS 104 havt 6N Ak 84k, T 7hS
AS chd; when far away, we must make him believe we are near. @vhd hG AS Chd
LOMN0AS N4 APt SO hk: 2AA. H 7hG &S TF.

9. The best way to win is not to fight at all At 1ag acat\ A100e (102)\ bAA. PPATE: AOT714\
A0\ 40 he ALTPIART N 0L NEXAI® (4&4P)\ ke (enCsh). "To win 100 battles is not
the height of skill, to subdue the enemy without fighting is." "aa712\ a02\ ¢+o 100
OTF0\ O ARARST Ak TI0AP\ AGA T8 A ALAF (NAYT\ hAdT\ @hAd), WD At 2AA. (IHE
TPUA he."

10. Change represents opportunity &t AoPm (A@-0m) gohhd (OhhA) h¥E o7t "In the
midst of chaos, there is opportunity.” "afl it 977 62 ht: had\ LNAP\ HCACT (HLT), AdA AT
Pao7r." (08 HCACT §& he 680 LIUTO- G hL ALE)

11. Success breeds success at: 00t eoiag At 00+, "Opportunities multiply as they are
seized." a7 PUOTIFT LPAETHS 0 AP0 H 2o P70t ($7H()

12. No one profits from prolonged warfare heht 220m\ 2198\ 27CLe Nl hJ wCL\DMA T_7ch
S0 124, "There is no instance of a nation benefiting from prolonged warfare." "agadie?
ANTrE G Tk VIC FPLD\ &9 Nl hrE G\ @€1Th H T&7ch SN 1Bh."

13. The natural formation of the country is the soldier's is the best ally x7 amce®t mnst
(ch2) G Wt VIC AP hF NAXE hdART G2 At @+FURLC La formazione naturale del paese &
che il soldato & il miglior alleato

14. If the mind is willing, the flesh could go on and on without many things a7+ a2
ARIPC/ PO AL §FLLS, hF (1D PPHANT e P& HE kT 1é-F. “He who has a why to live
can bear almost any how."” “av7 hAA® hL 197158 PhTE: AP LAAA +a9°av f-d- have,”

15. Strategy without tactics is the slowest route to victory. Tactics without strategy is
the noise before defeat. A3 ate+8e HE Fhth AP AF o718, Oich NPT\ HGT PPRTE W3 LA,
A Fhth HE OHet8e AP b 9% LI\ AT\ T4 §& hJ Qdlt.

16. The general who wins the battle makes many calculations in his temple before the
battle is fought. The general who loses makes but few calculations beforehand. at:
Bi0 U LAOC A @R\ OFFAL L1NC it 19°1915F Al A Gk aFAh P91 hF ATFFAL AP
taoant: (FPAR). hk Cied H & 1C AT 19°1713T A OCHT.

17. "Move not unless you see an advantage; use not your troops unless there is
something to be gained; fight not unless the position is critical.””Ae+ouot +ce Kot
OA FCAL h TPUL\ A1FEEe; ALTAE ht? G0 FETT FCE At hAA M6 Nl ATCP\ &N\ 11L;
ARDTT PR TCE AT AF aoFm AP hékha\ hag\ cnir.”

18. “Attack is the secret of defense; defense is the planning of an attack.” “at
WEF(AAZ)\ KEFRD A At PAMLE G0 A hAd (hAAF); A hdd AL TATLTI\ oot 68 he AT\
wt2hh.” “L'attacco € il segreto della difesa; la difesa & la pianificazione di un
attacco”.

19. “Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while Defeated warriors go to war
first and then seek to win.” “af Aqct\ LALTHF\ ANLA +PIRE LS 40T ADF LhC LG G
? WeFOHON BCe-\ @A, ATh ARI® O0-¢-T T4 G 1oCe- 4N AT A0~ LLAR G8 DL Gl N0\ AlTT14.."

20.There are not more than five musical notes, yet the combinations of these five give
rise to more melodies than can ever be heard.” A2AAAPT Nitch AT AP+ TLAND97
S\ PAhhIF, 16 A hPOGHET G ALAT h9°9PTt T+ LV A0 G0 ich P\ MOt G2 h1ee
A7t 97790 ehid hf ageo.”



21. “Let your plans be dark and impenetrable as night, and When you move, fall like a
thunderbolt.” a0¢ At9° G Hh TATA\ TEULTVE AEI° AT AD<7 AACAAN\ h&4n h9° A AL, hd<7?
avp NH AOHON, O-LF hg° hE NCE.”

22, "If he sends reinforcements everywhere, he will everywhere be weak.” “wrt
LAXR ¢PNCHO (A0CHo (0CT0)) ANbrdd, £1C ANrdd &P\ are.” Focus is important in
order to succeed. A h7A7FCHST (9PAhNN) AL €9°1IC PR Adde 00F. Concentrate on key
areas of improvement, and don't try to be everything and anything at once. h7a73¢¢
ABA. aPCch HG GQ NARN\ TPIO h@<7 AGLL G2 104 N-dk ADT 100\ Al h¥E ad

23. “A leader leads by example, not by force.” £ leader eovch 90 t: AN ALNYT 9P A
ALA..

24, “He will win who knows when to fight and when not to fight.” gasc @7 geaT avhn
+PUh (OR) h@<7 RO ALTPIART.

25. Treat your men as you would your own beloved sons. And they will follow you into
the deepest valley.” +P80 ht9® G0 AOT WI° +PE0 AP GHN GEPF LPE, hO7 AR Sht+ach
A0 A Alich 99°T1P AAA/ TeATeA.

26. "Even the finest sword plunged into salt water will eventually rust.” ha A3 Qi 9%
02 TAPE A0 A @ T8 FO-8K | OClot,

27. “The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.” xJ- Asdt:
NANIT/RCT & TR\ TCe AL T &PPavm (+PPavm) At MK, IHS +PTA

28. "The greatest victory is that which requires no battle.” a3 &A N&h 2NNL AL AH H
A tohha? (+ohha) atFaf (o-<19x) "La vittoria piu grande & quella che non richiede
battaglia".

29. “Appear weak when you are strong, and strong when you are weak.” -+che &9/
O'r§ aoa0 00 AR GRS, AO<T NGRS ePA0 AT LTRIP,

30."The quality of decision is like the well-timed swoop of a falcon which enables it to
strike and destroy its victim.” x> hPaF 68 hF @-0as AP ho® it PPAAP OF G0 he ha/ XALP
H LLPE G0 OF0 h@F hedn (440) A Gk A4to1/vittima (Po-+t).



