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I Tigriyna Infinitive without infinitive maker and its forms

In English To is often (-nin1h) used, as to be iz, to see <Af, to come g4, before the
base form of a verb to show that the verb is in the infinitive. So, the word To is not
only a preposition but also infinitive maker.

But Tigriyna infinitive, as we see it, 1, <Af, o284, is devoid or ax7 of this particle or
1701M. Owing to this, to know the simple or basic form of the verb of Tigrinya became
puzzling.

(base = avact, h9s, OHS, O7LOIL).

Infinitive examples with Tigriyna translation:

To as infinitive maker And To as preposition

to eat = nao going to Eritrea = 9°hf& 91 ACte

to shine =ncv not to my taste = Agh17 60 5+ MH1,

to see = At first visit to Africa = 447 ™0%h G0 A&ch
to thank = heeam to the left = ¢ o9

to kill = ¢+a from place to place = hl & age 5N Atk
to go = he ndk

worked to perfection = 04 50 A EXXIIG
from top to bottom = hn && ¢N pav-F

Infinitive phrase examples
To eat like a horse = nao h9° he ¢.sn
To shine on conversation = (CU AéA A @99,
To see and be seen = a7t Ch? A7 10 ChL
No need to thank me = Agadir? At €4, G AaPOTT AL
To kill a conversation = ¢t+a 7t 099
To go too far = he ks Chd

First as a student and later as teacher, I had no idea not only of Tigriyna infinitives (to
+ verb) but also of the present and past forms of verbs, helping verbs, modal
verbs, sentence structure, etc. This casts light on the problem that I had as a student
and as a teacher. I was just swimming not in the running but in a stagnant water. This is
a fact extremely inconvenient (ncha) to my cultural backgrounds.

Later, when I started to write books in Tigriyna, I knew that I knew nothing about my
mother language in terms of rudimentary grammar rules. This was a wakeup call for me.
After this, in order to know something, I fought with all my power. Thanks to this I
learned:

a) Tigriyna infinitive
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b) Tigriyna sentence structure

c) Tigriyna articles

d) Tigriyna word spelling

d) Tigriyna two tenses (a1¢+) present and past, and

e) again two tenses, passato remoto an& ch$ and passato prossimo mie v¥ of
its past tense ...

While the war against my mother tongue was beginning, I was about 46-8 years old
man. It was too late but it is better than nothing. When I was there, I wept because I
knew why I was dark inside (because of mother tongue) and bright outside (owing to my
land). And I said to myself 'To have such crooked mother tongue in such land of 24-hour
periods of sunlight is really a bad luck/ h7t heat 6224,

To return to the subject, Tigriyna past negative sentence is only made with passato
remoto.
e.g. A1 hel ¢ 0+ passato prossimo
A1 heh- 9 0+ passato remoto
A1 heh&h? 60 0+ I did not go home.

We know the importance of mother language in elementary school. But this takes place after
studding the advantages and the disadvantages of it. Why?

Tigriyna is created to address not the problem of modern school needs but only to serve
peasants and shepherds activities. To this end, it was and it is. Withstanding this entered
the school without seeing any kind of sifting (9°4). In many ways, it has proved that its
bad weighs more than its good. But it keeps going, going, going from century to century
by attaching and weakening our minds. But now it is time to say enough with steps
towards reforming.

A big picture that helps to recognize Tigriyna infinitives and verbs in
their present, past, ... forms

Infinitive simple pre simple past parti- verb ‘'ing &
To + verb -sent form past form ciple form sads' forms
to be is/are was/were been being
né he/he 10L4/40¢, 70-C o70c
to have has had - having
Ade AMNSP ho- - PPRAAD-
to eat he eats he ate h. has eaten eating
nao M 20D nA.0~/040 ANN? A0 7oA
to say he says said said saying
na e Na nA(ha,oa) & o000/ YA
to go he goes he went he has gone going
ne (hee)
- eheL nes./ne A% heg:.
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to know
4.Am

to see
AP

to prohibit
haha
to buy

0£:21

to translate
+Crean

to abuse
09°av3,

to consider
AQT@-0A

to hang
ATmomA

to shine
A720LP

to clap
APNF0

to confuse
ATM4GA

to breath
A0

to dismiss
A%410

to dismiss
aAnasO+

to baptize
AhmgeaoP

to absorb
TAD-OMm

to marry
AhaoCO@

to excuse
hav'R1P

he knows
0o AT

he sees
700 &ChL

prohibits
2haha

he buys
£0L:29

translates
LHC1

he abuses
L0

he considers
eat@-ON
hangs
LIMATH

he shines
£720CP

claps
PPMPo

he confuses
PPMEGh

he breaths
[(Gap 1l

dismisses
PG4 1@+

dismisses
eans-nt

baptizes
Vv

absorbs
Ln-oF

marries
29°C ow-

hov(a,0./ 0@

he excuses
PavR7L,

he knew
dam/eam

he saw
ChR[ehR

prohibited
nAh.A/haha

bought
02871/ 0281

translated
+Cpav-/ -1eao

abused
09°99.2./ -av3,
considered
AtOG,n/ 00
hun./hanged
ATmnAmi/mA
he shone
KI806E[ (P

clapped
APOE0-/F0

confused
ATMGLbe/ Fh

breathed
AT/ 4

dismissed
A4/t
dismissed
ANOS LA/ 0
baptized
AmPPoLE/P

absorbed
HAOPm/m

married
ICo-

... excused
APRTR/P

known
KT

has seen
AAAP ChL

prohibited
hah-a

bought
0257

translated
+CTI°

abused
ograv-g:
considered
Alvh@-0-0\
hun./hanged
ATTAMA

he shone
W12

clapped
ATamEh

confused
ATTEGA

breathed
e

dismissed
AEF O

dismissed
a0t

baptized
TYoaD-P

absorbed
ho-a.p

married
goICam-

... excused
e b

knowing
PEAT

seeing
I°Che

prohibiting
JoRAhA

buying
POL4

translating
9o HCARIP

abusing
gopgeaYg:

considering

PoNFD%N
hanging
PITANA

shinin
AP (1

clapping
PPTSo

confusing
POPPEGR

breathing
AT TEN

dismissing
PEEGD-
dismissing
ant

baptizing
gopgoayP

absorbing
POT-PT

marrying

excusing
PIURGL



na Added Words
There are more than 450 na added infinitive verbs. These, in making the three tenses, na
shows change but the rest no. Here are few examples

to develop develops developed developed developing
AAd0A A0 AAdLA/0A AAGU-d AAOTPOHN
whimper whimpers whimpered whimpered whimpering
wrPIP0A arPIPLeNa AP0/ 00 AT AIFIPTaN
to cheep cheeps cheeped cheeped cheeping
P MmPLNA @F0A./00 RsPNU-A PPN

to spit spits spat spat spitting
M-E0A M-&.LA1A MELA/NA M-l M-FIPON

I1 Let us shade a little light on the meaning of an infinitive

oTo + Verb = Infinitive as to be n, to see <Af, to come «»%A4. This is real in English.
But in Tigriyna it is only imaginary.

e Because an infinitive is not a verb, it cannot be conjugated and you cannot add s, es,
ed, or ing to the end. Ever!

e infinitive is the basic form of the verb. — Tigriyna-Italian-English Dictionary

e It is a keyword in the dictionary

What is the infinitive form of A%, 104+, heg, heq, nadh
Two popular saying or quotes that are constructed of infinitives

e To err is human, to forgive divine = aht A2 ANAR, 9ohl aPAbIP
e To be, or not to be, that is the question = s, @2 ALIN&T AHE A% Ak TECNAP (TLEF)

At A245f infinito (=0He roe-8x7) A% 04 base (eracst @L A9s, B'RG, PCFO) T HEL ACN. h? At
aChPi G W SNPGCE. AT hf N7 — Tigriyna-Italian-English Dictionary.

ITI Tigriyna infinitive Division into syllables

Two syllables Words
a) ac-o0, NA-0, -0, A9°-0
b) #aa-h, ncc-h, 1CC-U, MCC-ch, $C7-0
Three syllables Words
a) ©-A-8, h-av-av, h-1-1, 0-4-F, m-0-F, -0-P, 2-0-1, O-A-F, P-m-m
b) L#-¢-0, h&-8-1, ®AOA. ®AND, TI°a0/, A9HIP,MCML, BE-F-4., XA duié., AT1PP,
A9P0d. ...

Four syllables Words
AQ-T@-0-4,
Beh-Beh-0-q4, Ad-tC-To-ao,
A-0C-n-t, AP-07-0-m,



Five syllables Words

t-av-2-¢-¢ ¢1-2-2-0-A
t-ov-2-2- +-0-4T-0-0
W1-$-A-0-m +@--ay-av-0-a

IV the Essential Tigriyna Auxilary (helping) verbs

née to be A
7\?/)’\49‘ am/are )’\é\(\?’/q)
nch/10cs is/are (e o-
0.C9°/ 104 was/were -
wWC/r0CE been B

°70C being -

04 to do
+/ec does
ANAP €I+C he did
e.g.

e A110Ch- AZNNE 4731 I have been waiting for you

® Adfe hJ khhatt/9oR28T 92 104 M6 to have an occasion to do something
* A1 ARKANO-T RETAZTY KT-A 0A% I had had enough money
o n7E N4 AL to do this

V Tigriyna Modal verbs

to have
has
had

"A modal is a type of auxiliary (helping) verb that is used to express: ability
NA7F/o-hAd, possibility haat, permission aami/¢$e/Tcaean or obligation &7 "

So, Tigriyna modal verbs are #1104 to must, haha to can and £a¢ to want.

Tigriyna English Italian
T10A to must dovere
2?2 to can potere

to want volere
e.g.

Germany
mussen

kénnen
wollen

o A1 0NAL TFAQ 0 ANT AFT TTe headT T must fight with all my strength

e A1 hhad 10< die I can do all things
® A1 ALAL H7E NC$ 52 778 I want a glass of water

VI Tigriyna articls

wt the, pl. wtg® the » kit ANAL/ AP Ot Wt &dhd/ WPI° Achet:
w3 the, pl. w7 the » hJ anet/wt7r Amvt; k3 Addt/ht? Ahet:

wt: the, pl. k9 the » ht/kF eogouc v wt/h ... the teacher near the ...

w3 the, pl. kt71 the » hf9/wt7 a7 ... ... the teachers ...

hL a, an » h&/hrt ATPP a mouse
A~k a, an e 4L hflg an honor

VII The necessity of new structure, that is to say SVO


http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/verbs/auxiliary-or-helping-verbs/

There is huge necessity of introducing new sentence structure in Tigriyna, that is to say,
subject - verb - object (SVO). This new Tigriyna sentence structure where the subject
comes first, the verb second, and the object third closes not with four but with one point.
Here is an example of svo and gets expanded with Five Ws and H.

At At it A spider caught.

104 + NS esubject + verb

Tl Gt Wit W XTRS. A spider caught a fly.

104 + NS + AT esubject + verb +object

7t ast (<777) hit (h77<) drt &I% A spider (<who) caught (what<) a fly
(A08) k0 b7t 8C (7240) 491 (home) A0 ket G (where) in the forest (when) last year
a0 (79774:2) PPRTE h& IO, how) in its web (why) (for a food.

The five Ws (who ##7, what x74¢, where k0, when ehan, why 79°722) and One H (how havg)
help not to create a hole in a sentence.

The incomprehensive nature of Tigriyna languages advices that we cannot rise to
modernity with it. In fact, more a century ago it was said that '"Tigriyna is sick in Seraie,
dead in Akkeleguzai and buried in Hamasien." From this we can conclude that the death
signs of Tigriyna tongue were noticed earlier.

This mother language problem perhaps today is at its top of its hill. But today, internet

age, it is not that day. People have a choice. Actually, Tigriyna is seeing its abandonment

in mass. The new generation is writing not in Tigriyna but in Latin on internet, face book,
YouTube ...

“* To sum up it is undeniable fact that the language is
" between life and death. When the mother tongue is in a
§ such bad condition a man like me fights for not to end its
life. And I strongly believe if it is reformed it can add life.
If its sentence structure is governed by the rule of
grammar it has the possibility to be a good bridge player.

That is to say, Tigriyna elementary school will think and
built a sentence like a Canadian or British or USA or ...
elementary school. And it will not be very difficult, as it

% now, to translate books ... borrow words ... use internet ...
understand films ... in short step by step someone will be
bright not only outside but also inside. And we must not
forget that to be bright inside is the sign of
intellectualism.

After this I invite you to read and correct only the
'headings' of the articles of the news paper that are in
semi blue. For your information below picture to the left is minister of Education.

VIII Learning how to read and spell Tigriyna word is very easy but only after
learning

In Tigriyna community oral language is the foundation of learning. Generally, learning
process begins on the floor of a home and ends there without seeing a classroom even
for one day. But this doesn't mean that the Eritrean classroom teaches grammar rule. By
now I believe that it is more clear than before the absence of two rules, of law and of
grammar, in Eritrea. In the absence of these two it will be hard to see Eritrea as one
advanced nation. This teaches that the rule of law and the rule of grammar are two
railroad tracks for our civilization.



As mentioned above, Tigriyna is a twisted language. But when we talk about Tigriyna
word reading, pronunciation, spelling, ... it is very easy of course not for foreigners but
for natives. The rule is what you read, you pronounce and write.

Of all problems that we have let us focus on spelling in consistency and misspelled words
with double letters.

- in consistency

As the following example show, Tigriyna writing is full of spelling inconsistency. In the
given example the last two words, bread and tomato, are borrowed words. All together
they are words carefully chosen to represent not only our difficulties but also our poor
spelling.

"he" -"4He" = one "0.cq"-""1205" = we have don
ll}\'nll - ll}\'nll — In ”'LH:”_ ”07”'3” =time

"pac" - "yac" = nation "aHL"- "'vH" =people

"HH'" - "hH'" = to capture "meot"-"yeot+" =life

"age"' - "age" = name "hHANNC - "haLA0EC" = God
"ing" - "1e4" = he was "oyt-"ay" = bread

gt - Mes''= free "7eec' - 'eagl! =tomato

llh’e’r?‘ll_ll }"?‘ll: Mr
- misspelled words with double letters
A word is misspelled:

a) when it has two consonants of the same letter e.g. as +M4, £cc,

b) when one consonant is followed by aan (first form) of the same letter e.g. as neq,
aNA, 1284, Then, TMOL, P8R0, 09°avl, FhttA, AGAAT, ATeCAP, B9Pavs, 4Ah, 1§4.m, hhh(, AAAP,
A, 000®, OPPm ...

c) when one consonant is followed by nén (second form) of the same letter e.g. as
NhGe, K08P, KIMP, IGeT, O-L8A

d) when one consonant is followed by aaa (third form) of the same letter e.g. as ‘rhh.
smoke, a7 law, 4@ fire, A0 (A0nee), ageo, ars (A7), a4, <184, THHLE big ...

e) when one consonant is followed by <06 (fourth form) of the same letter e.g. as
AtFAA, PAAT, UAAL, hadt, U7, AGPM, 1888, ATIA, aPT1-I-(F-F ...

f)  when one consonant is followed by aga (sixth form) of the same letter e.g. as
NATAD-, &, PAAL (HaPdn),

g) when one consonant is followed by a1 (seventh form) of the same letter e.g. as haae
(= 1. to have 2. there is)

h) All together, the intention is to make Tigriyna student read and learn according to
grammar rule as the following

10¢4 to do H0< to pay taxes h74 ¢ instead of

104 doer 10¢ tributary 104 to do, to pay taxes
arc done anc taxed 10¢ doer, tributary
a0c doing 900C paying the tribute a0-c done, taxed

+e0c affair 41104 liable to tax



As we have seen the impact of misspelling words
in Tigriyna writing is beyond any limit. Owing to
this I believe that Tigrinya writer and reader are
the most confused men on the earth. They are the
guys who luck the art of composing good sentence.
For them if Tigriyna sentence begins with object or
subject or verb it doesn't matter: What matters is
if a sentence separates itself from another
sentence by four points. To add salt to the wound
came Iseyas Efewerqi, Eritrean military dictator,
who doesn’t know correct and incorrect word of
Tigriyan. So, in Eritrea any man can say that in
Eritrea there is no rule of law. Any Tigriyna word
can also say that there is no rule of grammar in

= Eritrea.

To know well, we need to deepen by reading '$a - evnntt 0 TLHLTH ANLH AdoCE p. 2, of the
newspaper on the left side. The interview has nothing to understand. This shows that
Tigriyna language is completely undone/& it ®g Hcat: @ HYHCH:.

Home work:

As the following example, first choose an infinitive; that is afs acn og to + verb. &mé hi-g
eMHCHC Wt 42 TG ncn A0 present, past and future tenses il A3 h2&%E ALF L NHCHL
(HCHZ) (conjugation table) o0 av8goarce A (A1 @R hG), haxe Ahd  (700h, 70 HEhge/hn

MONFNT), A07 AL AhA (M0, TAARIR/ TN, TAtT). il kdde AL, TOAL ANAL hhd ATHAC
A0t Rt.

Eg ae¥ qe tcHl

Infinitive o8
Present teart: ma +tocg, (but if the action is going on) ma AdA toce

Past mae: 1 passato prossimo (hieg 128 @ TF) 704 @54
2 passato remote (ha& Chd) A OLL+
Future &k¢: 704 +tOCL Lhé hdt+ Gavt

Eritrea Today: For both Regime and Sentence Structure
Change!

Eritrea Heute: Fir beide Regime und Satz Struktur Veranderung!
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